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' A SHORT REATRENCGE

Cruise he coast far 5
. about the coast far several davs, T exerted all my rhetoric 1o
wevil o s eaplag '
__n_._ ' n the -..m:.:: w It me have the shup’s boar: and though |
added the most foreible ol ar i
: uments, | F ime
o e m g for a lung time addressed
lvwa ki "rule
-~ a Kindd of rude ai sea, not to send our 1 boar, The captain was at
rod-n; . e ] ol
”._ =_._:_:L_ man; but men with common minds seldom s...p 1k
AT e % ] I )
_ wgh ﬂ.?:r?__ rules. P'rudence is ever the resort of weakness: and
they rure as far : i . i
e ely goas _..: #s they may in any undertaking, who are a.n:..q
cd not 1o go hevond it on : :
A any aceount. I however, 1
i o 0 heyor : 3 L er, 1 had some
' ul _..____:"r the caprain, T did not lose much time with the sailors: (i
ey, all abaeri ISt . -
‘ _.. Ul abaersty, hoistwed out the boat, the moment 1 obtaincd .n_.
::w..,.:_..__. and promised to row me 1o the light-house .
did nat once allow myvsell w0 douin of obraining a conveyance

from thence 3
o ence .::::_ the rocks  and then away for Gothenbury
continement 15 so unpleasant, ¢

The dav was EF j
e .ﬁ as fing; and | enjoved the water till, approaching the
_ _... " _._zn y Poor .a.uu_._.u..:u—.__ﬂ.h w huse ::.E:«. ..__s‘nw_a acts as a feeler
wrerye T @ 1Y i iri : . .
- : wer ady :_::.:._F S, .—.:..r-_.:_ tu wander at our not manmﬁﬂ any
SHILG ] 1 s e
.__: IEants., | n__m not __,..:.-__ {1} _:.._.. _w_.: :._:.._a. on m.—.:&:._—a :_n samece
Allcnce waile at 1 _ . i
o prey n:_ﬁ_p". T caught the abarm, which was not lessened hy the
ght of two old men whn ) ¥ } .
4 5 m we {or ....L wul n.— i 3
;....:‘n».__‘. o ] . L of their wretched hut
b Tl A man m n_:u:. \——-—qnm_.‘:a “C 1 i Y obta ‘_ﬂn_ .:.-
.J e H ance, we with n_:.——n:_- ? i
::n:_u.-_c_c _.r.m.__.. 10 i | w \ F .
3 our questions — Lthe result of whi
- . o L 3] ich Wik, that rhey
. _- —..C.w_. and w Lre not ::DS......_ [ qnu __:...m_. PUst, on any _.-._.nnn_.:.fw
i, they __..:.ﬂ:._n& us 2 ' v -.. i .
o Bl there wis it __._n i i
| 5 :m__c_. side, ciglh
ve med : ‘ d » cight or ten
| ] ..:..__..— _.:_:_ 5 a:ﬂ:_: Lot AN {) BuUIeas :..:::-..Q :.:.. .ﬁ-:bwz to ﬂm:—a
Cap s iy as by N .<
- pam ..._ _.—_z_u_n._._.:ﬂr. and ORLe more ...:._:_.-.w 10 row me over
LA LY Y e .
o —_ Zﬁ__.;‘~ —a.-_._.m _:—r_m:__. and ::.. appuarance of m—_c m—.:.:.n 50
4 y LILtE L4010 Tn:.-.. Q.:.:a.np_ ours 3 ;
: d the twa h ) v 1
r__:_ A : ! s 1t 100k to reach 1t
¢ latigue which was 1on vis i .
H :.._—.._... m ___ﬁ. conntenances
o i ! ! : cnances c*. the
i hn, ..:..Fna ol uttering & comphant, w ere, with the thoughtless
Aar ny 4 J t .
o Y .n,:.._ Hig i3] 2:.5. -Cr:ﬁ abour the —:..?:um::. of the n..q:..m_...f.
AR adyaniugse a sl ; .:.
" H_ .. .._:: ize of a slighe westerly breese, which was springing P
LY 1] ntY N ', _.
T—.__. wHaaoui m_.__._._._ 3 L, in wﬁ._-r. :—._u.:..:. .n:.:.— __—.:._3: 0 — Cc_____.— -._cm..
frrowongn wneasy when the s ing Lre, as we
) d —.Tc-‘f_ —.A.._.....r__: rous i
.:7..:.::_. secmed 1 ] i i This ameicrs ._...n.
y promisc nn end 1 thew il Thi i
. ::_. u____n anxicty i
" ‘ ! : 5 anxicty
creased :;_n:. __.__,::_-n inter the maost m.:._....:_ﬂr.i._:n n.u: I cyver r.nSw m
h 3 n 'y U.

ITLUTER ONE H3

eyes sought in vain for the vestige of @ human habitation, Hetore |
could determine what step to take in such a dilemma, for [ could not
bear 1o think of returning 10 the ship, the sight of a barge relivved
me, and we hastened towards it for information, We were immaediately
directed to pass sume jutting rocks when we should see a pilot’s ot
‘I'here was 3 solemn silence in this scene, which muade nself be feh.
The sun-beams that played on the ocean, scarcely rulfled by the
lightest breeze, contrasted with the hage, dark rocks, that louked Fhe
the rude materials of creation forming the barrier al unwrought
space, forcibly siruck med but I should not have been sorry i the
cottage had nut appeared equally tranquil. Approaching a retreat
where strangers, cspeeially women, 50 seldom appeared, 1 wondered
that curiosity did not bring the beings whu inhabited it 1o the windows
or door. 1 did not immediately recolleet that men who remain so near
the brutc creation, as only o exert themselves 10 find the food
necessary to sustain life, have livle or no imagination to call forth the
curiosity necessary to fructify the {uint glimmerings of mind which
entitles them to rank as lords of the creation. -1 lad they cither, they
could not contentedly remain rooted in the clods they so indolently
cultivate.

Whilst the sailors went to seek for the sluggish inhabitants, these
conclusions occurred ta me; and, recollecting the extreme [ondnuss
which the Parisians ever testify for novelty, their very curiosity
appearcd to me 3 prool of the progress they had made in relinement.
Yes; in the art of living - in the art of escaping from the cares which
embartass the firss steps towards the attainment of 1he pleasures ol
social fife.

The pilots informed the sailors that they were under the dircction
of a licutenant retited from the service, who spoke Englishy addime,
that they could do nothing without his orders; and even the offer of
money could hardly conquer 1heir laziness, and prevail on them o
accompany us to his dwelling. They would aot go with me alone
which 1 wanted them o have done, because 1 wished o dismiss the

ore we rowed off, they following

gailors as soon as possible. Once m
rardily. 1ill, turning round another bold protuberance of the rocks, we
saw 2 baat making tonards us, and soon learnt that it was the licu-
tepant himsell, coming with some carnesiness to sce who we were.
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iy A SHORT HESIDENCE

which gises credibility to our expeetation of happiness, thas [ had for
a doniz, Jong time before, T forgot the horrors 1 had witnessed in
France,” which had cast a gluom aver all mature, and sullering the
enthusiism of my characier. oo aften, graciouy God! dumped by the
taars ol disappointed atfection, 10 he byghied up afresh, care ok
wing while suaple feilow feeling expanded my heart,

To prafong this enjovmen, | reachly assented to the proposal of
our host tor pay 3 visit tea Fannby, the omster of which spohe Fnglish,
whi was the drollest dog in die couniey, he added, vepeating some of
his s1ories, with @ hearty Taogh,

I walked oo still delighted with- the cnde-beatics of the seeng; for
the sublime often gave place imperceptibhy w the beautiful, dilming
the emntions Which were painfully coneerrited. o

When we entered this abade, the largest 1 had et seen, | owis
introduced to a numerous family: but the father, from whom [ was
fed 10 vxpeet so much entertainment, was absent, The licutenant
conseyuently was obliged to be the saterpreter of our reciprocal
comphiments. T'he phrases werc awbwardly transmatted, it is true; b
Inoks and gestures were sufficient to nwhe them intelligible and imerest-
g The girds were alt vivaaty, and respect for me could searcely
keep them Jrom romping with my host, who, ashang for a pingh of
snulf, was presented with a box, mn of which an artificial mouse,
fastencd 1 the bottom, sprung. Though this trick had doubtiess been
plaved mne vut of nund, ver the laughter it evened was not less
wentitne

They were mverflowing with eniling: but prevent thoar ahnest
htlling my babe with Kindness, | was uabliged to shorten my visit; and
two or three of the girls accompanicd us, heinging with them a part of
whatever the house afforded 10 conribute towarnls rendering my
supper more plentifel; and plentiful in fact it was, though 1 with
dithivadey did honour 10 some of the dishes, not relishing the quantity
ol sugar and spices put into evers thing. At supper my hose told me
Blomly that T was 4 woman of observation, for [ asked him men's

IR

Fhe wreangements for my journey were quickly made; | could only
have a var with post-horses, as 1 did not chuse to wait till a carrige
could be semt tor 1o Gathenburg, The expense of my journcy, about

..-_“._

LETTER ONFE oY

onc or two and twenty English miles, T found woold not amount 1o
more taan cleven or twelve shillings, payving, he assured me,
gencrously, I gave him a guinea and a half But i1 was with the
greatest diflicalty that 1 could make him 1ake so much, indeed any
thing for my lodging and fare. [le declared 1hat it was next to robbing
me, explaining how much | ought to pay on the road, However, as 1
was positive, he 1ok the gouinea Jor hitmsclly but, as a2 condition,
insisted on accompanying me, ta prevent my meeting with any trouble
or imposition on the way,

[ then retired to my apartment with regret. The night was so line,
that T would gladly have rambled about much longer; vet reeolleaing
that T must rise very carly, 1 reductanily went w bed: but my senses
had been so awake, and my imagination still continued so basy, thar |
sought for rest in vain, Rising belore six, 1 scented the sweet morning
air; 1 had long before heard the birds iwittering to hail the daw ning
day, though it could scarcely have been allowed 10 have deparid,

Nothing, in ficr, can vqual she beauty of the northern stimmer's
evening and night; it night it sy be called that anly wants the glare
uf day, the Tull lighy, which frequently seems so impertinent; for 1
ould write at midnight very well without a candle. T eontemplated all
nature at rest; the rocks, even grown darker i their appesrance,
looked as i they partook of the general repose, anmd reclined more
hieavily on their (oundation.  What, | exclimed, is this active prin-
aiple which keeps me still awake?  Why Iy my thoughts abraad
when every thing around me appears at home? My child was sleeping
with cqual calmness  innocent and sweet as the closing Nowers,
Some recollections, attached o the wlea of home, mingled with re-
flections respecting the state of society | had been contemplating th
cvening, made a tear drop on the rosy cheek | had just Lissed; amd
emotions that trembled on the brink of extacy and apony gave a
poignancy to my sensttions, which masde me Teel more alive than
usual.

What are dhese imperions sympathies? Tlow frequentlv has
melancholy and even inysanthropy 1aken possession of e, when the
world has disgusied me, snd fricods have proved unkimd. | have then
considered myscll as a particle broken oft [rom the grand mass o
mankind;'" | was alonc, 16l some jnvolunasy ssmpathetic cnation,
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Letter Two

Oothenbug is 2 clean airy 1own, and having been buil By the Dutch,
has camals runming through each streer, and i some of them there are
vows alirees thai would render it very pleasant whre w nor for the
pavement, winch s mcolerably Dad,

Theve are several nch commercial houses,/Scoch, I*rench, and
Suwdeh, but the Scoteh, ©belivve, have bgén the most suceesstul,
The commerce and commtssion bustness wih France since Lhe war,"!
has been very fucrative, and cariched tyd merehams, T am afraid, at
the expence of the other inhabitaniy/ by raising the price of the
nevessarwes ot hic,

Asall the men of consequenee, Y'mean men of the largest fortune,
are merchams, their principal egévment is a relavation froin business
it the rahle, which is spread @ 1 1hink, oo carly an hour (between
une aml tan) for men who hfe lerters 1o write and accounts to scttle
after paying due respeet Yo the bole. Flowever, when numcerous
circles are to be bronghy/1ogether, and when neither literature nor
pubhc amusements fuphish topics for conversation, a good dinner
appears ta he she only centre 1o eally round, especially as scandal, the
zoest of mare seleet fartics, can only be w hispered. As for polities, !
have seldom fougdl it a subject of continual discussion in o country
wwn in any pagt of the world. “The polities of the place being on 1
smaller seale, duits betier with the size of their fuculries; {or, generally
speakingr, the sphere of observation determines the extent of the
mind

The ore [ see of the world, the more 1 am convineed that civili-
#atian g a blessing nan sufficiently estimated by those who have not
traced its progress; for 1t not only refines our tnjoyments, but
produces a sartety which enabies us to retain the primitive delicacy of
nyf sevations. Without the aid of the imagination all the pleasures of
A senses must smbomto geossness, unless continual noes clty serve as
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a substitute for the imagination, which being impossible, 1t was to
this weariness, [ suppose, that Selomon alluded when he declaced
that there was nothing aew under the sunl!'? nothing fur the
common seasations exeited by the senses. Yer whe will deny thay/the
imagination and understanding have made many, very nagf dis-
coveries since those dayvs, which ondy seem harbingers of ogfiers still
more noble and beneficial. T ooaever met with. much pdugnination
amongst people who had not acquired a labic of vellgCtion, and in
that state of society in which the judgment and taspare not called
forth, and formed by the eultivation ol the ans and/scences, Bide of
that delicacy of fecling and thinking is to be fogAd characterized by
the word sentiment. The want of scienulic purglins perhaps accounts
for the hospitality, as well as for the cordial rgCeption which strangers
receive from the inhabitous of smalb 1owny,

Huspitality has, 1 think, been oo mugh praised by travellers as a
prool of goodness of hicart, when in mf opinion indiscrimmate hos-
pitality is rather a criterion by which ydu may form a tolerable esinnane
a hefl; or, in other words, 8 fundness

of the indolence or vacancy of
for social pleasures in which the/mind not having its propernon off
excreise, the bottle must be puthed aboud.

These remarks are cqually gfiplicable to Publin, the most hospitable
city 1 ever passed through. 'Y But b will try 10 confine iy ohseruations
more particufarly 1o Sweden.

1t is trae 1 have onfvAiad a glanee over o small pari o ver of s
present state of manyCrs and acyuirements 1 tunk | have lormed a
distinet idea, withoyt having visited the capital, where, in feet, less
of a national charpCier is o be found than o the remote parts of the
country.

The Sweded pique themselves on thetr politeness; but lar from
being the pofish of a cultivated mind, it consisis merely of tiresome
forms andAeremonies. So [ar indeed [rom entering immeduicly into
vour chpfacicr, and making you feel instantly ai your case, like the
well-bred 1rench, their over-acted civility is a contmual restraing on
all ydur actions. The sort of superiority which a fortune gives when
thefe is no superiorinv of education, cecepting what consists in the
servance ol seoseless (orms, has a2 contrary effect than what s
intended; so that [ could nen help reckoning the peasantry the poliess
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hase often alse been touched by their extreme destre to ublige me,
when 1 coutd nor explan miy wants, and by their carnest manner of
expressing that desire. There is sach 2 charm in tenderness! Tt is so
dehighafut s love vur Tellow -er: catures, and meet the honest allections
s they break forth, Sil, my good friend, [ begin to think thar i
shauld not hike 10 live continilly in the country, wirhy people whose
minds have such a narrow range. My heart would frequently be

miterested; bur my mined would languish tor more companinnable
SDCICEY.

depurament, which has frequently srruck me as very picturesque, 1

The beauties of nature appear W me now even more alluring than
in my youth, beeause my intercourse with the world hag formed,
without viviating miy taste, e, with respect o the inhabitants of the
couniry, myv {aney has probably, when disgusted with artificial
manners, solaced dtsell by joming the advanages of cultivation
with the ineresting sincerity of innucence, forgetting the lassitude
that ignorance will nawrally produce. 1 like w see animals sporling,
and sympathize in their pains and pleasures. Seili [ove sometimes 1o
view the human face divine, and trace the soul, as well as the heart,
e s sarving lincaments, 3t

\journey 1o the country, which T inust shortly make, will enable
me 1o exend my remarks.  Adicu!

Letter Fiuve

Flad 1 determined 10 travel in Sweden merely for pleasure, 1 should
probably have chosen the road to Stockholm, though convineud, by
repeated observation, that the manners of & people are best dis-
criminated in the country “The inhabitams of the wapital are all of
the same genus; for the varietes in the species we must, theretore,
search where the habitatens of men are so separated as to allow the
difference of climate o have its nawral effect. And with this difler-
cace woe are, perhaps, most loreibly struck at the first view, jost as we
form an estimate of the leading traits of a character at the first
glanee, of which intimacy afterwards makes us almost Jose sight

As my alfairs called me to Swramstad 27 {(the fronticr town of
Sweden) in my way o Norway, [ was to pass over, | hear, the most
uncultivated part af the counery. Still 1 belicve that the grand feares
of Sweden are the same every where, and it is only the grand feateres
that admit of description. There is an individuality in every prospect,
which remains in the memory as foreibly depicted as the particular
leatures that have arrested our attention: ver we cannor find words to
discriminate that individuality so as to cnable a stranger to say, this is
the face, that the view. We may amuse by senting the Imagination to
work; but we cannot store the memory with a fact.

As L wish to give vou u general idea of this country, T shail continue
in my desubtory manner to make such obseesvations and reflections as
the circumstances draw forth, without losing time, by endeavouring
to arrange them,

Travelling in Sweden is very cheap, and even commendious, i "you
make but the proper areangements, Here, a¢ in other pasis ol the
continent, it 15 necessary o have your own carriage, and o have a
servant who can spead the language, i vou are wnacqunted with i,
Sometimes a servant who can drive would be fownd sers uscful,
which was our case, for | travelled in company with wo gentlemen,
on¢ of whom had a German servant who drove very well. ‘Ihis was alf
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life 10 their ancieny ennity, was longhe at this place 1788; only
seventeen or cighteen were killed; for the great superiority of the
anes and Norwegians obliged the Swedes 10 submit; but sickness,
and A scarcity of provisions, proved very faral to their oppunents, on
their rerurn. !

It would be very easy tosearch for the particulars of this engagement
i the publicanons of the day; bue as this manner of illing imy pPages
ducs not came within iy plan, T probably should not lave remarked
thitt the battle was fvught here, were it sot to relate an ancedote
which 1 had from good authoriny,

I noliced, when T first mentioned this place o yvou that we de-
scerded 4 steep hefore we came 1o the inng an immense ridge of rochs
stretching out on one side. "U'he inn was sheliered under them; and
abont a hundeed yards from it was a bndge that crossed the river,
whose murmurs I have celebraied; it was not fordable. The Swedish
general received urders to stop at the bridge, and dispute the passage:
a most advaniageous post for an army so much inferior in foree: but
the influence of beauty 15 not confined to courts. The mistress of the
int was handsome: when 1 saw her there were still same remains of
beauty; and, to preserve her house, the general gave up the only
tenable station. He was afterwards broke for contempr of orders.#?

Approaching _the fronticrs, consequently the sea, nature resumed

it aspect ruder and ruder, or rather séemed the bones of the world
wailing to be clothed with every thing necessary to give life and
beauty. Suil it was sublime.

The clouds caughr their hue of the rocks that menaced them. The
sun appeared afraid 10 shine, the birds eeased to sing, and the flowers
e bloom; b the eagle fixed his nest hagh amongst the rocks, and the
vulture havered over this abode of desolation, The farm houses, in
which anly poverty resided, were formed of logs searcely keeping off
the cold and drifting snow; vut of them the inhabitants seldom peeped,
anil the sports or prattling of children was neither seen nor heard. The
corrent of life seemed congealed at 1the source: all were not frozen: for
it was sununer, you remember; but every thing appeared so dull, tha
I waited 10 see ice, in order to reconcile me ta the absence of gaicty.

The day befure, my attention had frequently been attracted by the
wild beavires of the country we passed through.

LEETER FIVE 8

Fhe rocks which wssed their fantastic heads so high were oficn
dovered with pines and lirs, varied in the most PICLUresgue 1nanner,
Littde wonds flled up the recesses, when forests did not darken the
scene; and vallics and glens, cleared of the trees, displayed o dazzling
verdure which contrasted with the gloom ol the shading pines. e
eye stole into many a covert where wranquitlity seemed to have taken
up her abode, and the number of Jittle lakes that continually presemed
themselves added 1w the peaceful composure ol the sceners. The
little culiivation which appeared did not break the enchantent, por
did castles rear their turrets aloft to crush the cottages, and pros - that
man is more savage than the natives of the womds. 1 heard of the
bicars, bur never saw them stalk forth, which T was sarry for 1 wished

<tn have seen one oo wild staee. In the winter, T am wld, thes
sometimes catch a siray cow, which is a heavy Toss to the owner,

The farms are small. Indeed most af the houses we siw on the
road indicated poverty, or rather that the people conld just live,
‘Towards the fronticrs they grew worse and worse in their appearance,
as i not willing to put steriliny stselt oun of countenance. No gardens
smiled round the habitations, not a potatoe or cabhage 1o eat with the
fish drying on a stick neae the door. A liede gram here and there
appeared, the long stalks of which vou might almost reckon. The day
was gloomy when we passed over this rejected spot, the wind bleak,
and winter scemed 10 be contending with nature, faintly struggling to
change the season. Surely, thought I, if the sun ever shines here, it
cannot warm these stones; moss only cleaves to them, partaking off
their hardness; and nathing like vegetable life appears to cheer with
hope the heart,

So far from thinking that the primitive inhabitants of the world
lived in a southern climate, where Paradise spuntancously arosc, [ am
led to infer, from various circumstances, that the first dwelling of
man happened to be a spot like this which led him to adore a sun so
seldam scen; for this worship, which probably preceded thar of demons
or demi-gods, certainly never began in a southern climate, where the
continual presence of the sun prevented its being considered as a
good; or rather the want of it never heing felt, this glorious luminary
would carclessly have diffused s blessings without being hailed as a
benefacter, Man must therefore have been placed in the north, 1o
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41 A SITORT RESIDENCE

pamons assured me, that ! should not there find any thing superior,
1 equal to the wild grandeur of these views,

As we had not taken this cecursion inte our plan, the horses had
not been previously ordered, which obliged us to wait 1wo hours at
the first post, “The day was wearing away. The road was so had, that
walkmg up the precipices consumed the tme insensibly, But as. we
desired horses at each post ready a1 a certain hour, we rechoned on
retarning more speedily,

We stopt 1o dine at a tolerable farm. “They brought us out ham,
butier, cheese, and milk, and the charge was 50 moderate, that |
scattered a dintle money amuongat the children who were peeping at us,
m order 1o pay them lor ther trouble

Vrrved o the ferry, we were still detained; for the pueople who
artend at the feeries have a stupid hind of sloggishness in their manner,
which is very provoking when vow are in haste, At preseni | did not
feeh i Tor scrambhing up the ¢lifls, my exe followed the river as it
rolled between the grand rocky bagks, and to complete the scencry,
they were cavered with firs and pings, theatygh which the wind rustied,
asal 1 were talling tsetl to sleep with the dechning sun,

Bulivhd us naw in Norway; and T ciuld not aseid fecling surprise at
olserving the difference in the manners of the inhabitanes of the two
sidey of the river; for every thing shows that the Norwegians are more
idustrious and more opulent. The Swedes, Tor neighbours are seldom
the best friends, aceuse the Norwegians of knavery, and they retaliate
by bringing a charge of hypaocrisy agatnst the Swedes. Local circum-

stances probably render both unjust, speaking from their leclings, . .

rather than reason: and is this astonishing when we consider that most
writers of trvels have done the same, whose works have served as
matcrials lor the compilers of universal histories, All are cager 0 give
a mationsl character; which is rarely just, because they dn not dis-
criminate the nateral from the acquired difference. The natural, 1
hetiere, un due consideration, will be found o consist merely in the
degree of vivacity or thoughtfulness, pleasure, or pain, inspired by
the chimae, whilst the varieties which the forms of government, .
meluding religion, produce, are much more aumerous and unstable,
A people have been characterized as stupid by nature; what a
parados! because they did not consider that slaves, having no object
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to stimulate industry, have not their facultics sharpened by the only
thing that can exercise them, selfinterest. Others have heen brougin
forward as brutes, having no aptitude for the arts and suiences, only
because the progress of improvement had not reached that stage
which produces them,

Thuse writers who have considered the history of man, or of the
human mind, on a more enlarged scabe, have tallen o similar CTTOrs,
not reflecting that the passions are weak where the necessaries of life
are o hardly or too easily oblained.

Travellers who-require-thateverv. nation. shoull resemble therr
:g_l_uau_.lﬁ..cq.m:c..n_l?::F It is, for example, absurd
blame a people tor not having that degree of personal cleantiness and
clegance of manners which only refinement of aste produces, and
will produce evers where in proportion ay sucicty dtains a aencral
polish. The st cssential service, 1 presume, that authors coukd
render Lo socicty, would be 1o promaote quiry and discussion, instesd
of making thusc dogmatival asscertions which only appear calculared o
gird the human mind round with imaginary arcles, ke the paper
elobe shich represents the one he imhabis.

T'his spirit of inguiry is Qw characieristic of the Present ceniury,
from which the succeeding will, T am persvaded. reccive a4 wreat
accumudation of knoswiedpe, and doubtless i diffusion will 1n . ereat
measure destroy the factitious national characiers which bave been
supposcd permanent, though only rendered so by the permanency of
ignorance. 7

Arriving at [lalden, at the siege of which Charfes N1 lost Tus
fife,™ we had anly time to take a transient view af i, whilst they
were preparing us seme refreshment.

Poor Clarles! 1 thoughe of him with respect. | have alwavs (Ui the
same for Alexander; with whom he has heen classed as 3 nadman, by
several writers, who have reasoned superficially, conlombing the
morals of the day with 1he few grand principles on which un-
changeable marality resis. Making no allfowance for the ignorvance anel
prejudices of the period, they do not pereeive haw much they them-
selves are indebted 1o general impravement for the acquirements, and
even the virtoes, which they would not have had the force of mimd 1o
attain, by their individual exertions in a less advanced state of society,
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